
How to describe esophageal/gastric varices 

Esophageal varix : Form, Location & Color, Red color sign, Bleeding sign, Mucosal change 

Form 

(Fs, Fm, Fl) 

Small  straight or linear, minimally elevated venous distension 

Medium tortuous or beaded, occupying less than 1/3 of the lumen 

Large tumorous or markedly enlarged, occupying more than 1/3 of the lumen 

Location  

(Lu/Lm/Ll) 

& Color 

(Cb/Cw) 

Text 에 어느 level(upper, mid, lower)까지 있는지와 color (white or blue)를 description 

Ex) Straight bluish venous distension was observed up to mid esophagus (LmCb) 

Red Color Sign 

(RCS0-3) 

RCS0 absent 

RCS1 small in number and localized 

RCS2 intermediate between RCS1 and RCS3 

RCS3 large in number and circumferential 

Bleeding 

sign 

During bleeding spurting or oozing 

After hemostasis red plug or white plug 

Mucosal 

change 

Ulcer post EVL ulcer 

Scar post EVL scar 

Example 
Esophageal varix, FlLmCb, RCS3, spurting bleeding 

Esophageal varix, FsLlCw, RCS0, scar 

Gastric varix: Location, Size, Red color sign, Bleeding sign, Mucosal change 

Location 

GOV1 

continuation of esophageal varices and extend for 

2 to 5 cm below the GE junction along the LC 

side of the stomach 

GOV2 
continuation of esophageal varices and extend 

into the fundus 

IGV isolated gastric varices located in the fundus 

IGV2 isolated ectopic varices anywhere in the stomach 

Size 

Small less than 10mm 

Medium 10-20mm 

Large greater than 20mm 

Example 
GOV1, medium size, RCS0 

IGV1, large size, RCS2, white plug 

Portal hypertensive gastropathy: Mucosal characteristics, Location 

Mucosal 

characteristics 

Mild snakeskin mosaic pattern appearance without hyperemia 

Severe 
snakeskin mosaic pattern appearance with flat/bulging red marks or black-

brown spots  

Location 

Text 에 description: fundus and upper body or whole stomach 

Example) Snakeskin mosaic pattern appearance without hyperemia was seen on the 

fundus and upper body of the stomach. 

Example Portal hypertensive gastropathy, fundus, mild 


